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gmomble Michael K. Powell . RECEIVED /W/

F
- Federal Communjcations Commission l

445 Twelfth Street, S.W, NOV 2 1 2003
Washington, D.C. 20554 | Commn commistn
_Dear Chairman Powell: Office of the Secretary .

As Members of Congress who represent rural consntuents, we are writing to CQ
request that you ensure, as part of any approval of the News Corporation/DIRECTV
acquisition, that the provision of local over-the-air TV station signals via satellite is q
available to all consumers by a specified date in the near term.

Millions of consumers in Tural America have no access to cable and rely on
satellite television for their multi-channel video programming. Currently, Dish Network
and DIRECTYV offer local-into-local service via satellite to approximately 85 markets. .]
News Corporation and DirecTV, as part of their transaction, have pledged to carry all
local stations in all 210 TV markets by 2006 and no later than 2008.

While we applaud News Corporation’s new pledge to serve even more markets,
we do not think our constituents should have to wait that long for services that have been
available to parts of the country since 1999. All consumers should have comparable

access to the local news, weather and public interest progrmnmmg that consumers in
large citics alrcady enjoy.

Accordingly, we believe that a near term timeline on ofl'ering local-into-local
service to all 210 markets should be ensured as a part of the merger’s approval. We urge
the Department of Justice and the Federal Communications Commission to scyutinize this
proposed merger to ensure that rural consumers in smaller television markets are servcd
with their local television stations via satellite as soon as possible.

We look forward to woﬂcmg with you on this very important issue, Thank you
for your consideration of our views.

Sincercly,
Bob Goodlatte Rick Boucher
Member of Congress : Mcm'bcr of Congress
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CONGRESSMAN BOB GOODIATTE

éth District, Virginia _ 2240 Rayburn Building
U.S. House of Representatives : Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: (202) 225-543 | Fax: (202) 225-9681
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Fax; Lol - ‘““2’2306
Phone:;_{02-Y13 - l?//

From:  42Bob Goodutte [ Elyse Baver O Nick Chadkewicz
0 Courtney Coatter 0O Amanda Foster O Shelley Husband
0 Suzanne Michel 0 Kathryn Rexrode 0 Branden Ritchie
00 Matt Smith (™
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The information cortained in this facsimile is imtended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are
not the intended recipient, or the person responsible for delivering this facsimile to the intended recipiert, you are hereby notified that
any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in error,
please notfy this office at (202) 225-5431. Thank you.
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